IDENTIFYING & MAPPING RESOURCES

(Complete one sheet on each initiative/grant)

Department for the Blind
Name of State Agency

	Program or Service
	Pathfinders Transition Mentoring Program

	Purpose


	Pathfinders Transition Mentoring Program matches young adults ages 16-26 who are blind or visually impaired and living in Iowa with successful and competent mentors who also have vision loss.  The goal of this program is to help young adults achieve increased confidence and self-esteem, academic success, quality employment, and full community and social integration by matching them with blind mentors who are confident and successful.  Young adults build a positive one-on-one relationship with a successful mentor, as well as network with many other successful blind adults.  Through this powerful relationship, young adults gain the support and skills needed for success.
This 5-year grant program is funded by U.S. Dept. of Education's Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS).  Grant funding ends September 30, 2008.

	Program Contact Information


	Keri Nuzum, Transition Mentoring Specialist

Pathfinders Transition Mentoring Program 

Iowa Department for the Blind

524 Fourth Street 

Des Moines , IA 50309-2364 

Phone: (515) 281-1322

	Describe Basic Services/Resources


	Mentoring
Skills Training

Confidence Building

Networking & Advocacy

	Service Delivery 
(How are Services accessed?)
	Program participants attend scheduled workshops and activities. Mentors and mentees also set a schedule for meetings and activities. 

	Eligibility Criteria 

	To qualify for participation in the Pathfinders Program, you must… 

· be between the ages of 16 and 26
· be blind or visually impaired 
· live in Iowa 
· Have a Dream
Prospective mentors are those adults who…

· Possess good blindness skills 

· Have a positive attitude about blindness 

· Demonstrate success in school, work, and life 

· Are caring and supportive 

· Are energetic and self-confident 

· Are willing to share their experiences and time with others  

They must complete an application and background check. 
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