Sabrina

Sabrina has been involved with the TAP program since April of 2010 when she was a sophomore.  Before Sabrina had come off the waiting list to work with TAP and Voc Rehab  I had spoken to Sabrina by marketing to her and come to know her as a sweet caring person who took great pride in helping others.  Every time I would see Sabrina in the hall or class room she was always smiling and had a good attitude toward life. Come to find out her life was not very easy and would have many bumps in the road yet if anyone could overcome these bumps it would be Sabrina and would pay off for her down the road.

Sabrina began working with the TAP program and I began learning more about her.  Sabrina was not from the Midwest as she had moved here recently from Louisiana with her mother and siblings.  Sabrina’s mother was disabled and her one brother had been diagnosed with Autism.    Sabrina’s brother attended school at the same school yet had different classes.  Sabrina would check in on her brother from time to time during school and care for him at home. Talking with Sabrina more she would express she had interests in working with Autistic children which I could see from her caring and wanting to help others.  Sabrina always exhibited a kind heart for others, but especially her family.  Over the time I would get to know Sabrina more I would learn how it was different for her to adjust from going to school in the South compared to the Midwest.   Standards were higher and classes sometimes were harder.  Sabrina would always show determination though to succeed and if she had questions or concerns she reached out for help from my self, teachers, or counselors.  Sabrina showed great self motivation and determination to work on her school work and do the best she could in order to one day get a good job to support not only her self, but her family.  Sabrina always exhibited a brighter side of life even when it may have looked dark and tough for most.   Sabrina would always talk about how she would like to work someday and help her family earn money yet it wasn’t easy.  Sabrina’s mother was not always supportive of Sabrina working due to believing she should be home to help take care of the house chores and her siblings.  Sabrina and I continued to work on her skills and wait till that one day when her mother would be ok for her to get a part time job.  Eventually Sabrina’s mother would give the ok to begin looking for a part time job so Sabrina and I began the job search.  

Sabrina continued to apply at all kinds of jobs yet it was taking some time to find the right one as jobs appeared hard to come by.  It was over the winter break of 2011 that Sabrina would have a misfortune happen to her and her family. A fire in Sabrina’s home had started and they were forced to move out due to damages.  Sabrina had stated that her Autistic brother had started the fire accidently by playing with some matches.  Many people helped out in donations and funds to assist Sabrina and her family get back on their feet. Myself and Bill offered support to Sabrina and she was able to talk about how things were going. Sabrina did state that her Autistic brother had to move into a residential facility due to he needed more supervision.  This was hard for Sabrina and we had visited many times to offer support. There was nobody else though more positive then Sabrina as once again she had pushed through and continued on the right track.  I met with Sabrina weekly to see how she was doing and always offered her support.    Eventually Sabrina and her family would be able to find a home again and things seemed to be going better just how Sabrina would see it happening.  Toward the end of Sabrina’s junior year she would tell me she was transferring to the Westside due to her moving and would no longer be going to North.  I explained to Sabrina that I would continue to follow her and work with her in TAP even though she was at a different school.  I introduced her to the TAP worker at the other school, but I always made time to stay in touch with Sabrina.  Bill continued as well to meet with Sabrina when he would visit that school as well.  Once things became more stable after the fire and Sabrina’s senior year began she was ready to venture out and continue on her plan of graduating, looking for work, and exploring her career options.  Sabrina had landed her first job at Hardees which she continues to work at to this day.  She really was excited yet also scared.  I had met or was in contact with Sabrina often to see how she was doing as well as talking to her supervisor to make sure the transitions was going smoothly.  Again like always Sabrina exhibited excellent people skills and customer service.  Even when a customer would come in and be rude Sabrina always handled her with class and treated the customer with respect.    With Sabrina having goals of going on to college I had arranged Sabrina to look at WITCC and take the CPT test.  Sabrina continued to work and think about her career options such as child care, counselor, artist, or C.N.A.   Sabrina and I would talk about her options and decide that even though she was very artistic art may be more of a hobby.  It was discussed that Sabrina had a real gift for working with people and maybe possible people that have had an injury or a disability.  Sabrina had had the gift of helping, the gift of caring, and the gift of hope for others all along if it be her classmates, her brother, or her family, or a stranger she may have just met.  Sabrina and I had talked about working in a hospital, nursing home, or a facility type setting which she seemed to agree would fit her.  Sabrina and I talked about her options of looking at WITCC, Job Corps, or Tri State Nursing.  In the end Sabrina chose to attend Tri State Nursing due to cost and she could stay close to home around her family.  

Sabrina currently is attending Tri State Nursing for the next two weeks and once done will look to get a job at a local nursing home making $10:00 hr.   She continues to work at Hardees which she has been for over a year and has recently got a raise up to $7.90 an hr.  Sabrina visits her brother weekly and continues to help out at home which she enjoys.  Bill and myself continue to touch base with Sabrina and assist her in anyway she may need to continue achieving her goals.  Sabrina always is thankful for everything that the program has assisted with and being there along her journey.    

