ERICKA

Ericka was exposed to TAP from her big sister who worked closely with her TAP specialist two years before. Ericka’s sister was the first in her family to graduate high school with some strong encouragement from her TAP specialist.  Ericka’s parents and grandparents never graduated so this was very inspiring to Ericka to see her big sister walk through commencement ceremonies.  

Ericka signed up for TAP in her sophomore year in high school. Erika moved around with friends due to difficult situations with her family. Her dad was incarcerated at the end of her sophomore year and her mother, who is homebound in a wheelchair, kicked her out her junior year of high school.  Ericka missed school often and when at school had many altercations with teachers.  

Ericka and her TAP specialist began talking and planning for her future. Ericka came to the TAP Summer Program was placed at Subway near her residence so she could walk back and forth to work and toured Job Corps. Ericka began to flourish. She knew that employment and education was a way to make a better life for her.  She committed to Job Corps and did very well there.  She received her driver’s license, her CNA certificate, Medical Assistant and Phlebotomist certification. 

Erika now has a full time job as a CNA, moved into her own apartment and bought a car.  She is doing very well. She still communicates with her TAP specialist every month.  She loves her job and loves that she “made it.”   Erika’s mother loves the TAP program, she has told her TAP specialist “thank you” many times and that “her girls would have never graduated if it wasn’t for the time they put into her girls.”  Robin, Ericka’s mom said. “I wish my oldest daughter would have had TAP, she never graduated and had three kids by the time she was 19, I’m just thankful it was there for two of my girls.”

