Mt. Ayr TAP success story.

A Tap participant grew up in the Foster Care system.  Prior to his senior year his foster parents moved out of town and he started in the Department of Human Services Independent Living Program. This individual was a hard worker, and would find part time jobs while attending high school.  School was very difficult for this young person due to his learning disability.   However, this individual always worked very hard.

This individual found a place to rent, however, he had very few of the items that were needed to live independently.  Through community support, he was overwhelmed with items for his house. TAP assisted him with getting his utilities, water and television hookups scheduled.  He continued with school and graduated that May.  During his senior year, it was financially difficult, even working part time.  Tap helped him link to agencies that provided heat assistance.  Tap personnel and the participant met weekly to discuss his budget, pay his bills, balance his checkbook, talk about meal planning and make grocery lists.  As time went on, our meetings moved to two weeks, monthly, every two to three months, to independence over the course of two years. During this time many job searches were completed using the Iowa Jobs website, and applying online, as well as applying around the community.  The student always wanted to better himself, and have a better paying job and benefits.  He worked during the school day in the TAP work program and was later offered a janitorial position at a local business.  This was a 40-hour a week job with benefits. 

This individual has held at least a 40 hour a week job since he graduated, is living independently, working, managing his finances and is doing well.  

