Mount Ayr TAP

What Makes Us Successful?

The success of the Mount Ayr TAP can be summed up in two words, communication and collaboration.  Communicating and collaborating with participants, parents, and community only make a program stronger and the benefits greater for those involved.  The Mount Ayr TAP was one of the first three TAPS’s in Iowa, so the program has been in existence for over 15 years.  

The Mount Ayr TAP and Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services have developed a working partnership, that has truly benefited the lives of many Mount Ayr students to become employed, live as independently as possible and be successful. 

The Mount Ayr Community, including school and business, has been very supportive of the TAP program, offering many opportunities for TAP participants.  The success we see in the Mt. Ayr TAP program starts with early intervention and working with students who become active clients of Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services. TAP staff contacts students in 9th grade, explaining the TAP program and start the process, working with participants to the age of 25.  

The TAP program focuses on career and independent living skills with the goal of students becoming employed and living as independently as possible. A component of our success is having contact with TAP participants daily while in high school.  This provides a multitude of opportunities to develop employability skills, explore career options, visit post secondary training programs, developing financial literacy skills, and creating linkages with community agencies to name a few.  A second component that is offered to TAP students while in school is the work experience program.  Students can work during the school day in paid or non-paid work experience, with the TAP program offering a job coach for those participants who need additional support while at work.  An important skill taught is advocacy and self-determination.  It is felt that this early intervention and an understanding of his/her disability, helps individuals to make informed choices thus being more successful after leaving high school.

TAP participants no longer in school have an array of opportunities, which are individually designed based on the participants needs.  Services provided might include job search, resume writing, financial management assistance, connecting with proper services at the post secondary level, finding housing, to name a few.  Maintaining contact with these individuals helps provide any additional supports that might be needed to help the individual be successful.  

The collaboration that TAP provides for participants and parents with service agencies is invaluable.  Examples of areas in which assistance has been provided includes filling out financial aid information for college, waiver services and case management services, the local Neighborhood Center, Iowa Works, DHS, and college disability services.

Providing opportunities to students during the transition period is critical for success after high school.  TAP staff is true advocates for our participants.  The TAP program and IVRS are truly partners.  

