

October 4, 2007 
Minutes for the Support Team Meeting, Thursday, June 14, 2007, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation, Starkweather Room.  (Prepared by Norma Hohlfeld.)
Attending Members of the Support Team: Shan Sasser, Department for the Blind; Mike Maher, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services; Janet Shoeman and Jill Whitten, Department of Human Services; Doug Keast, Iowa Workforce Development; and Norma Hohlfeld, Support Team Coordinator.  
Guest: none
Absent:  Barbara Guy, Department of Education; Becky Harker, Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council; John TenPas, DHR, Division of Persons with Disabilities;
1. Updates on Collaboration Now-2007 Survey and the Stensrud Assistive Technology  Review

Doug Keast provided update on the Collaboration Now-2007 website survey sent to Region 3&4.  Ten people completed the first time prior to the Support Team visit, but only six on this second send.  However, response was positive that they liked this version of the survey better than the first format.  Doug and Linda Kelly will get feedback from others around the state to see of they think the format is workable.
The Assistive Technology Review project is also ready to start so Doug’s e-mail memo to the workforce regions will offer both options to the regions.  The Support Team Coordinator will serve as the contact person.  
Support Team members discussed sending the memo as a Support Team field memo so it goes into the dissemination plan for each agency.  Then that agency can emphasize as they choose.  This will be explored.

Doug reported that Dr. Robert Stensrud of Drake University has a research grant to study New York vocational rehabilitation (VR) counselor self-ratings and client satisfaction.  He would like to expand that to Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services (IVRS).  He would also like to look at collaboration across agencies.  It might be possible to look at collaboration for the PROMISE JOBS population and IVRS.  There will be more information on these.
2. Debriefing on Field Visits at Regions 3 & 4.
The notes from the Spencer field visit are not yet in report form so they are not ready for review by the Support Team.

3. The minutes of the May 10 Support Team meeting.  

The Support Team members need to help complete the minutes by responding to the Coordinator regarding the notes and questions which are super-imposed on the draft language.
4. The MOA renewal for FFY 2008—October 1, 2007—bring your copy of the MOA.

· Do we want to include in the MOA ATTACHMENTS the Chart entitled “The Elements of Coordination, Cooperation, and collaboration”?  The Support Team decided that this chart is not appropriate for the MOA.
· The Coordinator reported on MOA Renewal Subcommittee activities.
5. Review draft of Field Memo on Sharing Best Practice—The Region 10 Cross-training and Networking Event.

The Coordinator reported that the current draft has been approved by the Region 10 partners except for a request to include a specific mention of the Desk Top Aid that was created in conjunction with the One-Stop Training Event.  That will be added to the memo.  It will then be ready to issue through the Partners dissemination plan and to be posted on the IVRS Partners website.
6. Report of Medicaid Infrastructure Grant (MIG) CWD visit of June 6 and 7.

Kerry Lida from the Center for Workers with Disabilities (CWD) was in Iowa.  Barbara McClannahan of IVRS talked about the Governance Group and about PROMISE JOBS Disability Specialist project.

The MIG has some funds that have not been earmarked for specific projects. Please contact Tamara Amsbaugh with suggestions of projects that could use financial support through 2007.

Scholarships for consumers will be available for the Empowerment Conference to be held in the middle of the summer.  It will cover law, health policies, and how they relate to disabilities.

The fall 2005 MEPD survey results were presented by Matt Hubbard.

7. Other items from Support Team members as raised at meeting.

Jill Whitten reported that for the next MEPD survey DHS may do sampling of rural vs. urban participants rather than dividing the survey into premium vs nonpremium payers as was done for 2005.  The MEPD newsletter will be quarterly.  DHS is seeking ways to keep it more timely and expanding it to other Medicaid coverage groups who might be employed or might be interested in working.
Doug reported that the Iowa Council on Homelessness is applying for technical assistance from a national provider to assist housing agencies in supporting people in their application for SSA disability benefits.  This is a challenge that many community agencies face, not just housing agencies.  If there were “go to” resources within a community that we could share – to assist people in their applications – this would be nice for all of us.  The technical assistance provided would be in a “train the trainer” format.
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