

February 8, 2007
Minutes for the Support Team Meeting, Thursday, January 11, 2007, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation, Starkweather Room.  (Prepared by Norma Hohlfeld.)
Attending Members of the Support Team:  Shan Sasser, Department for the Blind; Mike Maher, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services; John TenPas, DHR, Division of Persons with Disabilities; Shari Seivert, Department of Human Services; Doug Keast, Iowa Workforce Dev elopement; and Norma Hohlfeld, Support Team Coordinator.  
Absent:  Barbara Guy, Department of Education; Jill Whitten, Department of Human Services; and Becky Harker, Governor's Developmental Disabilities Council
1. Partner dissemination plans for the e-mail distribution of field memos.

The Support Team reviewed and made comments for improvements on the MOA field memo that will make the disseminations plans available to all staff.   The Team discussed using, in addition to internal agency distributions, a Listserv so that information about the MOA-related documents can be shared with interested organizations and individuals.  The Department of Education (DE) plan has not been received as yet.  The Coordinator was instructed to continue to seek the DE plan and to prepare the memo for distribution.
2. Re-disseminating the MOA

The Support Team reviewed a second draft of a field memo to be issued in order to draw attention to the MOA.  The text has been reduced to one page.  Publication of this memo will be held until the memo regarding the dissemination plans is published.
3. The Support Team Report on the four field visits of 2005 and 2006.

The Support Team approved the document for posting on the IVRS MOA website.  They asked Support Team Coordinator to draw from the report a brief statement of collaboration issues that were reported as problems during the four field visits.  These would be presented to the Governance Group as part of the Support Team report on February 16, 2007.
4. WIPA, Navigators and the Support Team
Doug Keast reviewed the agenda of the Iowa Navigator / WIPA State Agency Direction meeting to be held on January 17, 2007.  He especially reviewed a paper to be presented at that meeting, “Sustainability Scenarios for Navigators in Iowa—Position Focus.”  It will be important for the Support Team to be aware of Navigator and WIPA issues since these programs are also under the Governance Group.  The Support Team may need to function, at times, in an advisory capacity for these initiatives.
5. New members of the Support Team. 

Jill Whitten, of DHS, works with Medicaid programs for persons with disabilities.  She will become a member of the Support Team, bringing the Medicaid perspective to the team.

6. Other items from Support Team members
Shari Seivert reported that Janet Shoeman, formerly with the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, is now the PROMISE JOBS Program Manager for DHS, replacing DeAnn Barnhill.
The Support Team Coordinator reported that Bob Stensrud from Drake University is interested in working with the Support Team when the team sends out the Collaboration Now—2007 survey this spring.  As plans for this are finalized, she will work with Dr. Stensrud to see if we can accommodate him.










MOA Support Team Members

Norma Hohlfeld, Support Team Coordinator Shan Sasser, Iowa Department for the Blind
 Barbara Guy, Iowa Department of Education Micheleen Maher, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Iowa Department of Education 
John TenPas, Iowa Department of Human Rights Shari Seivert and Jill Whitten, Iowa Department of Human Services
Becky Harker, Iowa Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council Doug Keast, Iowa Workforce Development
2

