PAID SUMMER INTERNSHIPS FOR 
STUDENTS FROM DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS!!!!
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When?

Internship program begins June 9, 2008 and ends July 24, 2008.  Working 20 hours per week for seven weeks, interns will earn $8.00 per hour for the seven-week experience.  Please refer to the back of the flyer for a more complete description of the internship experiences.

Where?
Interns will have a choice of working in one of the IVRS offices located in Ames, Burlington, Cedar Rapids, Council Bluffs, Davenport, Des Moines, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, Iowa City, Mason City, Ottumwa, Sioux City, or Waterloo.

What previous interns have to say about their experiences:



SUMMER INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCES
Under the direction of a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, interns will develop a schedule of activities, based on their interests that may include:
1. Participation in the client intake process.

2. Assessment of client’s needs and formulating a plan of action based on client’s strengths.

3. Tours of social service agencies, medical resources, including mental health centers, physical and occupational therapy programs, work hardening centers, and substance abuse treatment programs.

4. Learning to evaluate medical reports and medical information.

5. Tours of Centers for Independent Living, Community Rehabilitation Programs, Client Assistance Programs, a Supported Employment Site, a Sheltered Workshop, a Community-Based Assessment Site, a Proprietary School, the Department for the Blind Agency or similar sites located in the community.

6. Learning about career development and planning.

7. Becoming familiar with the Rehabilitation Act and amendments. 


8. Participating in office work and other customer services.
Purpose:

The purpose of the internships is to encourage students from diverse backgrounds to consider career opportunities that involve providing services to individuals with disabilities.

Qualifications:

Preference will be given to students who can assist IVRS in expanding outreach to potential clients from culturally diverse backgrounds.
Application Procedure and Deadline:


Call your local IVRS office and request an application.


All applicants must submit a statement of interest in rehabilitation careers.  In addition: 

· College students need to submit the application and a resume.

· High school seniors need to submit the application and a recommendation from their school counselor.

Completed application form, statement of interest, and resume or letter of recommendation must be received by March 14, 2008 in the local office, from those listed, where you would like to work.  Area supervisors will interview applicants and successful candidates will be notified by April 4, 2008.
If selected for the internship, attendance is required at the orientation session, to be held in Des Moines, on June 10, 2008.  Travel expenses will be provided.
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	Mission:  We provide expert, individualized services to Iowans with Disabilities to achieve their independence through successful employment and economic support.


Looking for an opportunity to gain valuable career experience?  Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services (IVRS) is offering internships this summer for high school seniors and college students from diverse backgrounds. Interns will learn about a variety of career options in the field of vocational rehabilitation that help individuals with disabilities gain employment.  Check the IVRS website for more information at www.ivrs.iowa.gov





Overall, this has been an eye-opening experience for me to the trials and triumphs that people with disabilities come across in gaining employment and the many resources available to meet their vocational goals.  I’m very grateful for this wonderful opportunity to discover what vocational rehabilitation is all about.





Overall, I learned many different sides about counseling and rehabilitation technology. I really love working here and knowing that I can change and help the disabled society.  I would like to work here or a similar setting in the near future and learn more about Vocational Rehabilitation.  This internship has been a great experience and I hope others will get a chance to experience this themselves.





I just graduated from high school and plan to major in psychology, so this internship has been a huge learning experience.  I could not have gotten this experience anywhere else, and I am grateful for having it.  This internship has opened my eyes to so many different things and people and I am now better prepared to make career decisions in the future.








