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COLLEGE IS DIFFERENT

FROM HIGH SCHOOL

True or False?

___
1.
In high school, you are in class about 6 hours per day, or 30 hours a week.  In college you will be in class even more hours.
___
2.  In high school, tests, quizzes and homework are given frequently, often daily or at the end of each chapter. In college the grade may be dependent on only a mid-term and a final.
___
3.
In high school, grades are often based on level of effort or  improvement; the same is true for college.
___
4.
In high school, teachers take attendance.  In college professors may not take attendance, and may not even know if you are there.
___
5.
At the high school level, students with disabilities are identified and offered IEP services if found eligible.  The same is true in college.

___
6.
At the college level, you are entitled to special support services for your disability only if you disclose your disability and ask for accommodations.
___
7.
Your IEP is all you need to show the college disabilities office in order to receive services.  Then the college needs to follow the guidelines of your IEP. 
___
8.
There are no “Special Education” classes at the college level for students with disabilities.
___
9.
All parents of college students have the right to see their child’s grades and talk with their instructors, counselors, and support people.
___
10.
The accommodations and supports you receive in high school (such as extended time and shortened assignments) will automatically continue in college.
1. False – You will be in class fewer hours and you will not have an opportunity to do homework in class.  For each hour you are in a college class, you can plan on about 2-3 hours outside of class for studying, homework, etc.

2. True – There are fewer evaluations in college courses.  “Daily homework” is usually not assigned.  Rather, you will receive a syllabus explaining assignments and tests for the whole semester.  You are responsible for your own learning and in college you usually have fewer opportunities to demonstrate what you have learned.

3. False – Grades are based on performance in college, not effort.

4. True – Some classes at the college level have 100 to 200 students.  Even in small classes, some instructors do not take a daily attendance.  You are responsible for your behavior and attendance.  If you are not in class, you may not be able to get make-up work; you might just miss the information presented.  “Extra credit” is not usually awarded in college courses.

5. False – The laws and standards are different at the college level (IDEA vs. ADA).  There are no IEPs! If you are a student with special learning needs, you are responsible for requesting help and being able to explain your disability and how it affects you academically.

6. True – As a college student you must identify yourself to the special needs representative or disability services office to get any special help.

7. False – Colleges do not have IEP’s and because of the different laws, do not have to provide the same services you had in high school.  The colleges may need different documentation in order to give you services.  Each college has its own  guidelines on documentation.

8. True – Every student is held to the same standard of performance, takes the same tests and does the same homework.

9. False – Once you have turned 18 or enrolled in college, the college cannot give information about you or your performance to anyone, even your parents, without your written consent.

10. False – You must request your own learning accommodations in college, usually through a Disability Services Office. Or you can try to do it on your own without help. Many colleges offer tutoring to students with and without disabilities. However, if your grades fall below certain levels, you may be placed on academic probation or suspension and may lose financial aid.

