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CLASS OF 2013 



“Each of these students 

are hard workers. They 

have already shown  

success.”  

– Kirsten McCollaugh 

DMPA Transition Coordinator 

Project Search 2013 
This was first year that Project Search was launched 

at Mercy Hospital Medical Center, in cooperation 

with  Des Moines Public Schools, Iowa Vocational 

Rehabilitation Services and Easter Seals Iowa.   

Twelve students graduated after completing one 

year of career training at Mercy Hospital Medical 

Center. They trained in areas such as: Patient  

Transport, Dietary Services, Gift House and Flowers, 

Human Resources, Grounds-keeping, Maintenance, 

Mail Room, Medical Imaging, Sterile Processing, 

Starbucks, Supply Process and Distribution and 

Physical Medicine and Rehab.  

 

Carmen 

Project Search Grads 

Brenda Latham 

Mercy Director of Auxiliary Services 



Our Graduates 

Sarah Bragg  

North High School 

 

Brandon Bruscher 

East High School 

 

Emily Emery 

Ruby Van Meter 

 

Kaitlyn Freudenberg 

Ruby Van Meter 

 

Ryan Knight 

North High School 

 

Carmen Parrott 

Roosevelt High School 

 

Jeremy Pontier 

Lincoln High School 

 

Alexander Robuck 

Lincoln High School 

 

Zachary Satin 

Roosevelt High School 

 

LaRae Shoemaker 

North High School 

 

Sean Stewart 

Ruby Van Meter 

 

Joseph Williams 

North High School 

Mercy Medical Center 

Alexander 



Project Search graduation 

was held May 30, 2013 at the 

Mercy Hospital Medical  

Center Auditorium.  

Presenting diplomas were 

Kevin Elsberry, Director of 

Human Resources at Mercy 

Medical Center; David  

Mitchell, Administrator, Iowa 

Vocational Rehabilitation 

Services; Mindy Burr, Director 

of Vocational Services, Easter 

Seals Iowa; and Susan Hope, 

DMPS Special Education 

Supervsior.  

 

Sally Pederson (below), 45th  

Lieutenant  

governor of  

Iowa , gave  

the Address  

to the  

Graduates. 
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Class of 
2013 

After completing one year of training at Mercy 

Medical Center as part of their high school 

education, these twelve Des Moines Public 

School students graduated with job skills to 

help them succeed in their future careers. 

Character building and communicating with a 

variety of people were also part of the  

experience the students were exposed to 

through Project Search. 
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Kaitlyn 


