WEBSITE RESOURCES

Abilities Fund

http://www.abilitiesfund.org/ - The Abilities Fund is the first nationwide nonprofit community developer and financial institution focused exclusively on expanding entrepreneurial opportunities, including access to capital, for people with disabilities.  We do this by providing a unique combination of financial products, training, technical assistance services and advisory supports to individuals with disabilities.
Association of Business & Industry 

www.iowaabi.org - ABI is a broad-based organization of Iowa businesses working together to promote Iowa commerce. The philosophy behind this expanded organization is simple: there is strength in numbers. By including more and more diverse Iowa businesses, ABI is able to play an even more active role in shaping Iowa's future.  Uniting around the key issues, which all businesses have in common provided ABI, and each ABI member, with a strong voice for change and progress in Iowa.

Better Business Bureau (BBB)

www.bbb.gov – BBB offers an array of programs and services to businesses including but not limited to accreditation, dispute handling and resolution, training, and Gallup Trust in business indexing.

Center for Women’s Business Research
www.womensbusinessresearch.org - The Center for Women's Business Research turns research into knowledge— the most up-to-date and comprehensive knowledge about one of the most dynamic and fastest growing sectors of the U.S. economy: the 10.1 million businesses owned by women. The Center for Women's Business Research is the go-to source on the trends, characteristics, achievements, and challenges of women business owners and their enterprises. Our research enables America's top corporations, government policymakers, associations, and advocacy organizations to make informed, progressive decisions about programs and policies designed to reach and benefit women entrepreneurs. 

Central Contractor Registration (CCR)

www.ccr.gov – Mandatory registration needed in order to do business with the Department of Defense.
Chamber of Commerce Directory

http://www.chamberofcommerce.com - This web site offers a directory of all Chambers across the U.S. and other valuable information.
Businesspersons with Disabilities

www.disabilityinfo.gov – This web site provides quick and easy access to comprehensive information about disability programs, services, laws and benefits.

Dun & Bradstreet

www.dnb.com/us/ - This company’s service will allow business persons to get a DUN number, procure credit reports, business information reports, find new customers, get company profiles, industry reports, market lists, and collect debt to name a few. 

Entrepreneur.com

www.entrepreneur.com – This is an online magazine that offers news and information to persons who want to start a business, expands their business or acquire a business.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

www.ushcc.com – In 1979, several dedicated Hispanic leaders realized the enormous potential of the Hispanic business community in the United States and envisioned the need for a national organization to represent its interests before the public and private sectors. Later that year, the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (USHCC) was incorporated in the state of New Mexico, creating a structured organization aimed at developing a business network that would provide the Hispanic community with cohesion and strength. Since its inception, the USHCC has worked towards bringing the issues and concerns of the nation’s more than 2.5 million Hispanic-owned businesses to the forefront of the national economic agenda. Memberships are offered and for qualifying members, there are program services.
Institute for Social & Economic Development
http://www.ised.org/splash/ised.htm - The Institute for Social & Economic Development (ISED) offers technical assistance, training, and has a loan program/loan guarantee program for eligible clients. They also administer one of the Individual Development Account (IDA) funds.

Internal Revenue Services
www.irs.gov – The Internal Revenue Service is a bureau of the Department of the Treasury with the mission of providing taxpayers with help to understand and meet their federal tax responsibilities. Tax laws, forms, publications and on-line tax filing options related to business can be found on their website.

Iowa Credit Unions

http://www.iowacreditunions.com/aspx/community_outreach/indiv_dev_accts.aspx - Iowa Credit Unions now offer an Individual Development Account otherwise referred to as an IDA. What is an Individual Development Account (IDA)? A savings account connected to services to help individuals and families eventually acquire an economic asset toward long-term financial stability.  Typical asset goals for the savings and match are homeownership, higher education, job training, and small-business capitalization. The Credit Union Family Partnership Program (CUFPP) will include the purchase of an automobile for work.
Iowa Foundation for Microenterprise and Community Vitality

http://www.iowamicroloan.org – Technical Assistance of $500 per year available `to assist with assessing technical assistance resources. Borrowers must meet the following eligibility criteria before an application can be accepted: 
· Legal Iowa Resident 

· 18 years of age or older 

· Your business must be located in Iowa 

· A credit denial letter will be required from a financial institution 

· Your business has no more than 5 full-time employees 

· Total direct lending credit application to Iowa Microloan is less than $35,000
Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED)
http://www.iowalifechanging.com/business/ - Iowa Department of Economic Development’s website has resources for start-up businesses, license information, new business resources, regulatory and compliance assistance, financial assistance, consumer protection, workforce, and transportation information, to name a few. They also have information for expanding businesses such as building locator, tax advantages, employee training programs, recruitment, etc. TSB loan program info can be found under this web site too.
Iowa Department of Inspections and Appeals (IDIA)

www.state.ia.us/government/dia/ - The Department of Inspections and Appeals (DIA) is a multifaceted regulatory agency charged with protecting the health and safety of Iowans. The agency is responsible for inspecting, licensing and/or certifying health care providers and suppliers, restaurants and grocery stores, social and charitable gambling operations, hotels and motels, and barber and beauty shops. In addition, DIA staff investigates alleged fraud in the State's public assistance programs and conducts contested case hearings to settle disputes between Iowans and various state government agencies.
Iowa Department of Revenue Services (IDRS)
www.state.ia.us/tax - Iowa Department of Revenue Services has a business link that discusses tax rules related to starting a business, business forms, business benefits, delinquent taxes, local option tax, etc.
Iowa Small Business Development Centers (ISBDC)

www.iowasbdc.org – The Iowa Small Business Development Center (SBDC) website will direct a person to resources at their local SBDC office. They offer technical assistance, generally at no cost. Their office Directors can also counsel an individual about business start-up, expansion, and acquisition. They offer training usually for a fee. This office is usually able to advise on how to complete the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) loan guarantee forms. 
Iowa State Treasure’s Office

http://www.treasurer.state.ia.us/about/responsibilities.cfm - The treasurer provides below-market financing for alternative crops and nontraditional livestock, for targeted small businesses, for the transfer of rural small businesses, for traditional livestock farmers and for value-added agriculture projects.
Iowa State University Extension

http://www.econ.iastate.edu/faculty/stone/ - Dr. Kenneth Stone of Iowa State University provides this website of publications regarding trends, thresholds, market share, etc. There are 11 PDF files on his website under publications.
Iowa Workforce Development (IWD)

www.iowaworkforce.org – Iowa Workforce Development's one-stop resource for Iowa businesses to find workforce information and solutions. They offer labor market stats and trends as well as help businesses find qualified employees. 
Minority Business Development Agency

www.mbda.gov - The Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA) is part of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce and is the only federal agency created specifically to foster the establishment and growth of minority-owned businesses in America. 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

www.osha.gov – OSHA provides compliance assistance as well as laws and regulations to businesses of every size. Their job is to enforce employment safety laws. Their web page offers an array of educative topics and information to its users.
Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE)

www.score.org – SCORE "Counselors to America's Small Business" is a nonprofit association dedicated to educating entrepreneurs and the formation, growth and success of small business nationwide. SCORE is a resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). This organization offers free and confidential advise. SCORE is headquartered in Herndon, VA and Washington, DC, and has 389 chapters throughout the United States and its territories, with 10,500 volunteers nationwide. Both working and retired executives and business owners donate time and expertise as business counselors and mentors. SCORE was founded in 1964.
Small Business Administration

http://www.sba.gov/ - The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created in 1953 as an independent agency of the federal government to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests of small business concerns. The SBA helps Americans start, build and grow businesses. SBA’s website includes a detailed Small Business Planner, Services such as online training and loan programs, Tools which include Web chats, Podcasts, and Resource guides, and Local Resources. 
Social Security Administration

www.socialsecurity.gov – Social Security Administration offers information about FICA, Social Security Benefits, Plan to Achieve Self-Sufficiency (PASS), Property Essential to Self-Support (PESS), social security SGA levels, etc.
U.S Copyright Office

www.copyright.gov - Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the United States

(Title 17, U. S. Code) to the authors of “original works of authorship,” including literary, dramatic, musical, artistic, and certain other intellectual works. This protection is available to both published and unpublished works.

U.S. Department of Demographics

www.census.gov – This web site provides census information about people and households, as well as business and industry. The data and information can be used to help with business market research.

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

www.usda.gov - This web site provides information about agricultural business and issues, education and outreach, food and nutrition, laws and regulations, marketing and trade, natural resources and environment, research and science, rural and community development, as well as travel and recreation.

U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC)

www.doc.gov -  This web site has many resources and information including but not limited to economic and statistic, economic analysis data, census bureau data, etc. 
U.S. Department of Labor
www.wagehour.dol.gov - U.S. Department of Labor’s website offers information about minimum wage laws in the U.S., overtime exemptions, the Family and Medical Leave Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act, Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act, Davis-Bacon act, etc.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)

www.uspto.gov - For over 200 years, the basic role of the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has remained the same: to promote the progress of science and the useful arts by securing for limited times to inventors the exclusive right to their respective discoveries (Article 1, Section 8 of the United States Constitution). Under this system of protection, American industry has flourished. New products have been invented, new uses for old ones discovered, and employment opportunities created for millions of Americans.

Women Business Owners Contracting with Federal Government

www.womenbiz.gov – Following the registration of your business, you need to know how and where to find available contract opportunities. There are many resources to help you; however, it won’t be enough to just follow contract listings. You also need to get to know people within the agencies you want to sell to — long before you begin bidding on contracts. This organization might be able to help you through that process.
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