“When pigs fly!” That’s probably not a phrase you want to use when talking with Chris Gates. Because if you give him a moment, he just might make the seemingly impossible happen. 
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Chris is the owner and operator of Gater Unlimited, LLC, a fabrication business with a vision of helping those who are physically challenged with their unique needs. He fabricates modifications to equipment for ease of use for persons with disabilities as well as for others.  Companies also seek Chris’ services involving Computer Numerical Control (CNC), a system that allows machines to perform a wide range of associated tasks via computer control. 
Chris was inspired to start his business by his own disability. He has multiple sclerosis, an autoimmune disorder that has progressively limited his mobility. He utilizes a wheelchair and has limited strength and range of motion in his left hand and arm. He has modified his wheelchair several times. “I was tired of overpaying for stuff I knew I could create,” says Chris. My personality is that nothing is going to stop me and if it looks like it will, I will figure a way around it. I can’t lift, but I fixed that roadblock! I made all of the machinery so I can raise or lower my wheelchair to whatever height I need. All of my shop tools are at a height I can reach. Then I installed a lift/crane system to assist me in lifting. I also have some really good friends that help in the business with bigger jobs where I would need help – regardless of my physical challenges. Once I starting figuring things out mechanically, I knew I wanted to share this. There is nothing that I can’t or won’t do.” 

Chris sought assistance from Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services. He was referred by his counselor, Lois Staff, to Kochell Weber-Ricklefs, a Business Development Specialist in the agency’s Iowa Self-Employment (ISE) program to see if the ISE program could assist him with furthering his entrepreneurship endeavors. He was provided with technical assistance regarding feasibility assessment, writing a business plan, and legal services for patent research. Funding was also provided to help Chris purchase needed tools, equipment and supplies. “The services I received enabled me to progress forward with my business,” said Chris. “Kochell is always there to assist me, giving input on my ideas or even just to be a sounding board. Voc Rehab helped me to do what I love.”  
“I like to call him MacGyver,” says Kochell, referring to the television action-adventure hero known for his resourceful problem-solving. “Chris is very intelligent and creative. With his broad background and expertise in HVAC, electrical, plumbing, demolition, excavating, blueprint design and fabrication, I’m convinced he can design, build, or modify pretty much anything.”

Chris has received a patent on his 3-point hitch, allowing farmers with disabilities to attach equipment to the tractor without having to leave their seat. He has modified several daily necessity items for clients and is currently thinking of ways to modify things used in one’s home, such as a lower rolling table to allow people in wheelchairs to have their toaster, coffee pot and other items at the correct height. 

Chris encourages other prospective business owners with disabilities to never give up. “Knowing that I am making a difference not only in my life but in others,” is what Chris enjoys about being self-employed. What does he like the least? “PAPERWORK! I hired an accountant to assist in that matter!” 

