Common AT Terminology

· Coordinating Movements / Manipulating Objects
· Health-Related

· Hearing

· Maintaining Posture / Changing Position 

· Mental Function

· Mobility

· Oral Motor / Swallowing

· Seeing

· Sensing Odors and Flavors

· Touch and Pain

· Voice and Speech

· AAC - See "Augmentative and alternative communication."

· Accessibility options - Software adaptations included in Windows that address common problems that persons with disabilities have in using a standard keyboard.

· Acoustic ALDs - Pick-up sound using a microphone, amplify the sound and supply this amplified sound to the ear. These system do not transmit a signal from a transmitter to a receiver and therefore are usually encased in a single device. The most common form of acoustic ALD(assistive listening device) is the hearing aid. Public Address systems are another form of acoustic ALD. (http://www.alds.com/Lit/AN004A.pdf)

· Activities of daily living (ADL) - Routine activities carried out for personal hygiene and health (including bathing, dressing, feeding) and for operating a household.

· Activity - Task or tasks the person is trying to accomplish

· ADA - See "Americans with Disabilities Act."

· Adapted driving control - Any of a number of devices that allow operation and control of a vehicle by other than the standard equipment. Examples of devices include: hand controls, steering wheel knob, gas pedal extension, gear shift extension, and steering by joystick, foot controls, or computer-aided.

· ADL - See "Activities of daily living."

· ALD - See "Assistive listening device."
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· Alerting device - A device that alerts the user to an event with visual, auditory or vibrating feedback. Events might include a door knock, fire alarm signal, time announcement, alarm clock, or telephone ring.

· Alternate keyboard - Keyboard that allows the user better access due to its configuration, location or size, including one hand keyboard, onscreen keyboard, miniature-size keyboard, and oversize keyboard.

· Alternating pressure device - A device that changes pressure distribution of the user's body. Individual chambers within the device can be filled with air or fluid. The chambers are arranged to fill / empty in alternating patterns – when one fills, chambers adjacent to it empty.

· Alternative format books - Books in format other than standard print – includes large print (18 point font or greater), Braille, audio or electronic.

· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) - A civil rights law enacted in 1990 that prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in the areas of employment, transportation, telecommunications, and public accommodation.

· Amplifier - A device that increases the intensity of a signal (e.g., makes the sound louder).

· Assistive listening device (ALD) - A large variety of devices designed to improve the ability of a person to hear in specific listening situations.

· Assistive technology - Devices and aids which can help a person with a disability perform activities that might otherwise be difficult or impossible

· Audio description service - Allows blind and visually impaired people to access a program's visual content. The program's action, settings, on-screen titles and characters' body language are described audibly. Also known as descriptive video.

· Auditory discrimination - The ability to differentiate between sounds.
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· Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) - Any device, system, or method (other than natural speech) that improves or enhances an individual's ability to communicate. Includes sign language, symbol systems, letter boards, objects of reference systems, speech generating devices, and computer software.

· Barcode reader - A device that detects and reads the information stored in a barcode. May provide print and/or audio output.

· Bidet - A bathroom fixture used especially for bathing the external genitals and the posterior parts of the body.

· Biofeedback - A process in which information not ordinarily perceived (such as heart rate, skin temperatures or electrical activity of muscles) is recorded from a person and then relayed back instantaneously as a signal so that the individual becomes aware of any alteration in the recorded activity. www.abilitybeyonddisability.org
· Braille - A system of writing/reading for the blind that uses characters made up of raised dots. http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
· Caption - The explanatory comment or designation accompanying a pictorial illustration or audio information. For television or movies, the captions may be open (written words that can be seen by all viewers) or closed (written words that can be turned on and off). http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
· Catheter - A tubular medical device for insertion into canals, vessels, passageways, or body cavities usually to permit injection or withdrawal of fluids or to keep a passage open. http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
· CCTV - See "Closed circuit television."

· Closed circuit television (CCTV) - A video magnification system that utilizes a camera to project an image onto a display screen or monitor. Properties that can be adjusted include contrast, inverse video display, brightness, color, and magnification level.

· Cold therapy - A technique in which cold is applied to an area on the body to possibly reduce pain, swelling, muscle spasms, and tissue damage.

· Commode - A toilet
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· Communication device - A device (speech generating or non-speech generating) that helps an individual with a speech impairment to communicate with others.

· Compression garment - A garment – often a glove or stocking – made to fit a non-edemic (not fluid filled) body part. In the presence of edema, the garment does not stretch, thus the body part cannot become fluid filled beyond a certain point. Some garments are made to "massage" the body part, thus encouraging fluid movement within that part.

· Continuous Passive Motion - A technique that takes a limb through a pattern of movement in a repetitive manner using mechanical equipment. Helps to prevent muscle atrophy, maintains joint function, and encourages blood flow.

· Contracture - An abnormal and usually permanent tightness or shortening of a muscle.

· Convalescent - An individual who is recovering from an illness or injury.

· Coordinating movements / Manipulating objects - Performing movements in a purposeful, orderly combination: hand coordination, eye-hand-foot coordination, lower body coordination, upper body coordination, foot-hand coordination. Includes reaching, lifting, handling and transporting objects and reaching, grasping, lifting and lowering, pushing and pulling, carrying objects, releasing, turning.

· Counterbalance support system - A device that supports the upper extremity and uses weights, springs and principles of leverage to facilitate horizontal and vertical movement of a weakened limb.

· CPM - See "Continuous Passive Motion."

· Descriptive video - Allows blind and visually impaired people to access a program's visual content. The program's action, settings, on-screen titles and characters' body language are described audibly. Also known as audio description service.

· Digitized speech - Speech that has been recorded and can be played back.
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· Disability - Often associated with specific medical conditions or difficulties performing tasks of everyday living. Under the ADA, an individual with a disability is a person who: 1) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, 2) has a record of such an impairment, or 3) is regarded as having such an impairment

· AAC - See "Augmentative and alternative communication."

· Accessibility options - Software adaptations included in Windows that address common problems that persons with disabilities have in using a standard keyboard.

· Acoustic ALDs - Pick-up sound using a microphone, amplify the sound and supply this amplified sound to the ear. These system do not transmit a signal from a transmitter to a receiver and therefore are usually encased in a single device. The most common form of acoustic ALD(assistive listening device) is the hearing aid. Public Address systems are another form of acoustic ALD. (http://www.alds.com/Lit/AN004A.pdf)

· Activities of daily living (ADL) - Routine activities carried out for personal hygiene and health (including bathing, dressing, feeding) and for operating a household.

· Activity - Task or tasks the person is trying to accomplish

· ADA - See "Americans with Disabilities Act."

· Adapted driving control - Any of a number of devices that allow operation and control of a vehicle by other than the standard equipment. Examples of devices include: hand controls, steering wheel knob, gas pedal extension, gear shift extension, and steering by joystick, foot controls, or computer-aided.

· ADL - See "Activities of daily living."

· ALD - See "Assistive listening device."

· Alerting device - A device that alerts the user to an event with visual, auditory or vibrating feedback. Events might include a door knock, fire alarm signal, time announcement, alarm clock, or telephone ring.

· Alternate keyboard - Keyboard that allows the user better access due to its configuration, location or size, including one hand keyboard, onscreen keyboard, miniature-size keyboard, and oversize keyboard.
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· Alternating pressure device - A device that changes pressure distribution of the user's body. Individual chambers within the device can be filled with air or fluid. The chambers are arranged to fill / empty in alternating patterns – when one fills, chambers adjacent to it empty.

· Alternative format books - Books in format other than standard print – includes large print (18 point font or greater), Braille, audio or electronic.

· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) - A civil rights law enacted in 1990 that prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in the areas of employment, transportation, telecommunications, and public accommodation.

· Amplifier - A device that increases the intensity of a signal (e.g., makes the sound louder).

· Assistive listening device (ALD) - A large variety of devices designed to improve the ability of a person to hear in specific listening situations.

· Assistive technology - Devices and aids which can help a person with a disability perform activities that might otherwise be difficult or impossible

· Audio description service - Allows blind and visually impaired people to access a program's visual content. The program's action, settings, on-screen titles and characters' body language are described audibly. Also known as descriptive video.

· Auditory discrimination - The ability to differentiate between sounds.

· Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) - Any device, system, or method (other than natural speech) that improves or enhances an individual's ability to communicate. Includes sign language, symbol systems, letter boards, objects of reference systems, speech generating devices, and computer software.

· Barcode reader - A device that detects and reads the information stored in a barcode. May provide print and/or audio output.

· Bidet - A bathroom fixture used especially for bathing the external genitals and the posterior parts of the body.
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· Biofeedback - A process in which information not ordinarily perceived (such as heart rate, skin temperatures or electrical activity of muscles) is recorded from a person and then relayed back instantaneously as a signal so that the individual becomes aware of any alteration in the recorded activity. www.abilitybeyonddisability.org
· Braille - A system of writing/reading for the blind that uses characters made up of raised dots. http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
· Caption - The explanatory comment or designation accompanying a pictorial illustration or audio information. For television or movies, the captions may be open (written words that can be seen by all viewers) or closed (written words that can be turned on and off). http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
· Catheter - A tubular medical device for insertion into canals, vessels, passageways, or body cavities usually to permit injection or withdrawal of fluids or to keep a passage open. http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
· CCTV - See "Closed circuit television."

· Closed circuit television (CCTV) - A video magnification system that utilizes a camera to project an image onto a display screen or monitor. Properties that can be adjusted include contrast, inverse video display, brightness, color, and magnification level.

· Cold therapy - A technique in which cold is applied to an area on the body to possibly reduce pain, swelling, muscle spasms, and tissue damage.

· Commode - A toilet

· Communication device - A device (speech generating or non-speech generating) that helps an individual with a speech impairment to communicate with others.

· Compression garment - A garment – often a glove or stocking – made to fit a non-edemic (not fluid filled) body part. In the presence of edema, the garment does not stretch, thus the body part cannot become fluid filled beyond a certain point. Some garments are made to "massage" the body part, thus encouraging fluid movement within that part.
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· Continuous Passive Motion - A technique that takes a limb through a pattern of movement in a repetitive manner using mechanical equipment. Helps to prevent muscle atrophy, maintains joint function, and encourages blood flow.

· Contracture - An abnormal and usually permanent tightness or shortening of a muscle.

· Convalescent - An individual who is recovering from an illness or injury.

· Coordinating movements / Manipulating objects - Performing movements in a purposeful, orderly combination: hand coordination, eye-hand-foot coordination, lower body coordination, upper body coordination, foot-hand coordination. Includes reaching, lifting, handling and transporting objects and reaching, grasping, lifting and lowering, pushing and pulling, carrying objects, releasing, turning.

· Counterbalance support system - A device that supports the upper extremity and uses weights, springs and principles of leverage to facilitate horizontal and vertical movement of a weakened limb.

· CPM - See "Continuous Passive Motion."

· Descriptive video - Allows blind and visually impaired people to access a program's visual content. The program's action, settings, on-screen titles and characters' body language are described audibly. Also known as audio description service.

· Digitized speech - Speech that has been recorded and can be played back.

· Disability - Often associated with specific medical conditions or difficulties performing tasks of everyday living. Under the ADA, an individual with a disability is a person who: 1) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, 2) has a record of such an impairment, or 3) is regarded as having such an impairment

· Dressing stick - A stick that may have different size hooks and/or a shoehorn at either end. Used to assist an individual in pulling on or taking off clothes.

· EADL - See "Electronic aids to daily living."

· ECU - See "Environmental control unit."
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· Electromagnetic field therapy - Technique in which electrical currents are run through magnets and may be used to treat and diagnose many medical conditions, including cancer, rheumatoid disease, stress-related illness, and pain.

· Electromyography (EMG) - Technique in which surface electrodes are applied to the skin over muscles that the user can voluntarily control. Electrical activity detected by the electrodes can be interpreted and used to control switch activation.

· Electronic aids to daily living (EADL) - A means to interact and manipulate one or more electronic devices such as a television, radio, CD player, lights, fan, etc. Devices can be controlled through any continuous, voluntary movement or action (e.g., voice, arm movement, breath). Information is transmitted and received through direct wiring, infrared (IR), radio frequency (RF), ultrasonic, or other wireless protocols.

· Embosser - A device that is used to print or "emboss" Braille, text, or graphic information. Embossing produces information that is raised from the surface of the paper for tactile purposes.

· EMG - See "Electromyography."

· Enuresis - The involuntary discharge of urine.

· Environmental control unit (ECU) - A means to interact and manipulate one or more electronic devices such as a television, radio, CD player, lights, fan, etc. Devices can be controlled through any continuous, voluntary movement or action (e.g., voice, arm movement, breath). Information is transmitted and received through direct wiring, infrared (IR), radio frequency (RF), ultrasonic, or other wireless protocols.

· Ergonomics - An applied science concerned with designing and arranging things people use so that the people and things interact most efficiently and safely.

· Eye gaze - A system by which an individual uses his or her eyes to indicate a choice or make a selection.

· FM ALDs - Utilize frequency modulated (FM) radio waves to transmit the signal from transmitter to receiver. The signal input can be either a microphone or audio feed. FM systems use a single transmitter and one or more receivers all of which must be tuned or switched to the same channel. The receiver converts the FM waves back into sound and then amplifies the sound. (http://www.alds.com/Lit/AN004A.pdf)
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· Functional limitation - Exists when a desired or required activity cannot be independently performed in a specific environment.

· Gesture recognition - Interaction with a computer in which gestures, usually hand motions, are recognized by the computer.

· Haptic - Relating to or based on the sense of touch.

· Health-related - Functions of the following body systems: cardiovascular – heart, blood vessel, blood pressure; respiratory; digestive; metabolic; endocrine; urinary; genital; and reproductive

· Hearing - Hearing functions: sound detection, sound discrimination, localization of sound; source, lateralization of sound source; speech discrimination. Vestibular functions: functions of the inner ear related to determining the position, balance and movement of the body. Sensations: ringing in ears, dizziness, sensation of falling, nausea, ear irritation, aural pressure.

· Heat therapy - A technique in which heat is applied to an area of the body to increase the extensibility of soft tissues, remove toxins from cells, enhance blood flow, increase function of the tissue cells, encourage muscle relaxation, and help relieve pain.

· Icon - A symbol or picture on a screen that represents a specific file, directory, window, option, or program; a picture on a communication device representing a word or action.

· Impairment - Any loss or abnormality of psychological, physical or anatomical structure or function.

· Induction (Loop) ALDs - Employ a magnetic field to transmit the signal from the transmitter to the receiver. The magnetic field is generated by a number of turns of wire forming a large loop (hence the name) attached to a suitable amplifier. The signal input can be either a microphone or an audio feed. The receiver picks up the magnetic field using a tiny coil of wire, converts it into sound and amplifies the sound. Many hearing aids have enclosed within them such coils (T-switch or T-coil equipped hearing aids); in this case the hearing aid is the receiver. (http://www.alds.com/Lit/AN004A.pdf)
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· Infrared (IR) ALDs - Use invisible infrared light to carry the sound from the source to a receiver. The signal input can be either a microphone or audio feed. IR systems use a single transmitter, which consists of a number of infrared emitters usually enclosed in a panel or dome, and one or more receivers all of which must be on the same channel. The receiver converts the infrared light back to sound and then amplifies that sound. (http://www.alds.com/Lit/AN004A.pdf)

· Keyguard - A device that isolates each key on a keyboard (or AAC system), helping to guide the user to the appropriate key.

· Large print - Written materials that are printed with a larger font size, usually 18 point font or larger.

· Lift - A device that moves the user between different levels. A vertical lift is generally used in light-duty situations that require less than 15 feet vertical travel. A stair lift follows the contours of the stairs. Bath and pool lifts move the user between water and dry land.

· Magnet therapy - Technique in which magnets are used to treat symptoms of injury, illness, and disease.

· Magnifier (magnification) - A device or software program that visually enlarges what is being looked at.

· Maintaining posture / Changing Position - Initiating and sustaining body positions to perform tasks: balancing, standing, sitting. Transitioning from lying, standing, or sitting positions to other positions. Whole body positioning – stoop, crouch, kneel, etc. Lying – lie down and get up. Sit to stand. Whole body transfer – move from one surface to another without standing or walking.

· Mental function - Global functions: consciousness, orientation, intellectual, global psychosocial, temperament, personality, energy, drive, and sleep. Specifically: attention, memory, psychomotor, emotional, perceptual, thought, higher-level cognitive, mental functions of language, calculation, mental functions of sequencing complex movements, experience of self and time.

· Mobility - Moving oneself across space; ambulation, device-aided mobility, climbing, crawling

· Mobility aid - A device that assists an individual with the inability to walk, walk safely, walk for long periods, or maintain balance while walking. May refer to wheelchairs, walkers, canes, service animals, GPS, etc.
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· Moisture guard - Material or covering that is placed over an object to prevent liquid or saliva from entering. Typically, the material is transparent and molded to the shape of the object that is covered.

· Monocular - A magnifying product that is suitable for use with only one eye.

· Motor control - Regulation of the timing and amount of contraction of muscles of the body to produce smooth and coordinated movement. The regulation is carried out by operation of the nervous system.

· Mount or mounting system - A device that attaches to a surface and is designed to hold and position other devices in a specific location.

· Mouthstick - A stick that is held in the mouth and acts as a manipulating or pointing tool. Useful for an individual who has no or limited ability to use the hands.

· Notetaker - A device that enables an individual to take notes through typing and/or Brailling and store files for later use.

· OCR - See "Optical character recognition."

· Optical character recognition (OCR) - A process in which a page of text is converted into a text file on a computer.

· Oral hygiene - The care and cleanliness of the mouth, teeth and gums. Oral hygiene helps to prevent cavities (dental caries), gingivitis, periodontitis, and other dental disorders. It also helps to prevent bad breath (halitosis).

· Oral motor / Swallowing - Ingestive functions: sucking, biting, chewing, manipulation of food in the mouth. Salivation. Swallowing: clearing food and drink though the oral cavity, pharynx and esophagus into the stomach.

· Orthotic (orthosis) - A support or brace for weak or ineffective joints or muscles.

· Ostomy - An operation (as a colostomy) to create an artificial passage for bodily elimination.

· PDA - See "Personal digital assistant."
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· Personal digital assistant (PDA) - A small hand-held computer typically providing calendar, contacts, and note-taking applications but may include other applications, for example a web browser and media player.

· Positioning - The act of putting something in a specific place. Positioning of the body or body parts can affect many things, including an individual's ability to manipulate or control things in the environment, the function of other body parts or activities, and skeletal or muscular growth.

· Prosthesis - An artificial device to replace a missing part of the body.

· Reacher - A stick or pole that acts as an extension for an individual with limited reaching capability. Many reachers have a gripping end that is activated by a handle grip to enable an individual to manipulate or pick up objects.

· Reading system - A device or software program that works in conjunction with a scanner to read documents or files through synthesized speech.

· Rehabilitation - The process of restoring a part of the body or a person to better functioning after an injury or disease.

· Resistive - A force that causes a moving object to slow down or tends to prevent a stationary object from moving.

· Riser - A block or platform that adds height when placed under an object.

· Scanning - 1. A form of indirect selection in which the selection set or choices are visually highlighted and/or auditorily presented in programmed rates and patterns, with an individual making a choice by activating a switch. 2. The process in which a device (scanner) uses a camera to move across (scan) a page in order to capture text or graphic information. The image of the document is digitized and sent to a computer.

· Scooter - An electrically powered wheeled mobility aid that is used by an individual who typically has minimal ambulation ability. May have three or four wheels, with a handle-bar steering column attached to the front wheel.

· Seeing - Sensing the presence of light and sensing the form, size, shape and color of visual stimuli
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· Sensing odors and flavors - Smell and taste

· Sensory stimulation - External input that affects the five senses (seeing, hearing, touch, taste, and smell). Sensory stimulation can be used a therapeutic technique.

· Service animal - A trained animal, typically a dog, which assists a person with a disability to perform tasks impacted by motor, hearing or vision impairments.

· Signage - Signs. Ways to identify, warn, or provide directions.

· Sign language - A language in which meaning is conveyed by a system of hand signals, facial expressions, and movement.

· Software - Computer programs.

· Speech synthesizer - A device or software program that produces computer-generated speech.

· Stair lift - A chair or platform that travels on a rail, installed to follow the slope and direction of a staircase, which allows a user to ride up and down stairs in safety.

· Stander - A device that assists a user to remain upright in a standing or near standing position. Prone standers support a user in a slightly reclined position leaning backwards, supine standards support a user in a slightly reclined position leaning frontward, and vertical standards support a user so they stand without recline.

· Stylus - A pen-shaped device that may be used to write, draw, or point

· Switch - A device that enables an individual to control a computer or electronic device. Causes an electric current or appliance to begin or cease operation

· Synthesized speech - Computer-generated simulation of human speech.

· Tactile - Perceptible by touch.

· TDD - See "Telecommunications Device for the Deaf."
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· Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) - A TDD consists of a keyboard and electronic display; it converts typed messages into electronic tones, which are sent over a standard phone line, much like a fax machine. Communication is direct with anyone who has a similar device, or the Telecommunications Relay System can be used as a medium for communication. Also sometimes called a TTY (teletypewriter) or TT (text telephone).

· Telescoping - Capable of being extended or compacted by the sliding of sections or parts, one within the other.

· Teletypewriter (TTY) - A TTY consists of a keyboard and electronic display; it converts typed messages into electronic tones which are sent over a standard phone line, much like a fax machine. Communication is direct with anyone who has a similar device, or the Telecommunications Relay System can be used as a medium for communication. Also sometimes called a TDD (Telecommunications Device for the Deaf) or TT (text telephone).

· Text-to-speech - Programs or devices that convert typed text into computer-generated speech.

· Threshold - A piece of wood or stone placed beneath a door; a doorsill. An entrance or a doorway.

· Touch and pain - Touch, proprioceptive (sensing the relative position of body parts), sensitivity to temperature, vibration or pressure

· Transfer aid - A device used to assist the user to transfer from one location to another (e.g., wheelchair to bed). Transfer aids include transfer boards, vertical grab bars, transfer belts, pivoting products, and swing out car seats.

· TTY - See "Teletypewriter"

· Ventilator - A device that facilitates breathing in cases of respiratory failure.

· Voice and speech - Voice functions, articulation, fluency and rhythm of speech, alternative vocalization

· Voice output software - Software that converts the information (text and graphic) on a computer screen into synthesized speech (computer-generated speech).
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· Walker - A mobility aid consisting of a frame, legs, and possibly wheels. An individual supports his/her upper body by holding onto the frame of the walker.

· Wheelchair - A chair mounted on wheels for use by an individual who has difficulty walking or who is unable to walk.

· White noise machine - A device that produces a "sh" or static noise by blending all audible frequencies together. Used to create auditory distraction, to drown out other noises, and in therapy related to auditory system disorders.

· Word completion - Spelling/typing assistance that displays stored words based on the sequence of letters entered. For example, if the desired word is "Monday", words starting with "M" will be displayed when the first letter is typed. The displayed words will change as letters are added to the word. When the desired word appears, the user can select the word from the list and the word will be completed (or typed out).

· Word prediction - Spelling/typing assistance that displays stored words based on the previous word entered. For example, if the user types "Today", words that might follow "Today" in a sentence will be displayed (e.g., "I", "is", "we"). When the desired word appears, the user can select the word from the list and the word will be typed out.

· Workstation - Desk or other area where work is completed. This includes tables, chairs, computers, filing cabinets, etc.

