iPad, iPod Touch, and iPhone Assistive Technology Apps 
This is an ever expanding list of apps that ICATER finds helpful for people with disabilities. Many will focus on education, however there will be apps for the work place and everyday living as well.

Text Reading Apps:
VoiceOver: VoiceOver is built into the operating system of the iDevice. When turned on, it will read text out loud. It will not, however, highlight the text as it reads. It will not operate if you are running Zoom for magnification. It is only available in the iPod Touch 3rd Generation and in the iPhone 3GS models and later.
Read2Go ($19.99): Read2Go is Bookshare’s app for reading text outloud. To use this app, the user must have a subscription to Bookshare.org. From Bookshare, books can be accessed, and read outloud. As the book is read, text is highlighted for the user to follow along. The voice is pretty good, it reads menu options and the speed can be changed via a slider bar

Blio (Free, Voices - $9:99): Blio is another text reading tool that reads text out loud to the user while highlighting as it reads. Blio is an ebook store where users can purchase books, then have them read, search for words from the books, and add annotations to text. The downside is that the interface for purchasing books is confusing and not done directly through the application. Also, on some books, reading will not work unless voices are purchased. Voices that work in Blio cost $9.99.
Speak it! ($1.99): Speak it! is a text reader that highlights text as it reads, however, in order to do this, text must be copied into the application. There are multiple voices available and each is fairly natural sounding. This is typically used for reading email, internet articles, or editable PDFs.

SpeakPad (Free): SpeakPad is a free app that allows the user to open an internet site or a document directly into the application and have it read back out loud. It does not highlight as it reads and it can be difficult to select a starting point, meaning that when reading an internet site, there can be a lot of unnecessary text read before the actual article that the user is looking for.

NeoKate, NeoPaul, NeoJulie (Free): These apps are text reading apps that allows the user to copy and paste text into the app and have it read out loud by natural sounding voices. These apps do not highlight text as they read, but do allow the user to save recordings. If you pause, you’ll have to restart from the beginning.
Communication Apps:
Proloquo2Go ($189.99): Although expensive as far as apps go, this communication app provides a full-featured augmentative communication solution for people with disabilities affecting speech. This is a symbol based communication system that uses a file-like hierarchy to provide many unlimited communication options. There is also a type to talk option that includes word prediction. Symbols are very easy to add or edit on the device as well. This uses a synthesized voice, but it is fairly natural sounding.

Functional Communication Skills Lite (free): This is an excellent alternative communication app that provides the key functions that Proloquo2Go does. The difference is that it uses pictures that you can take or download from the internet and link it with the word you wish to have in your vocabulary file. The audio also records your voice to the picture.
TapToTalk (Free App, Web Subscription): This app uses cartoon-like symbols and natural voice to provide communication options for nonverbal individuals. The menus are nested to provide quick access to many speaking options. Although the app is free, the user needs to purchase a subscription to the TapToTalk website ($99.95 for a year or $179.95 forever) to create the system for the iDevice. This makes editing options difficult.
MyTalk ($39.99 plus a subscription): MyTalk is similar to TapToTalk in the the app itself is inexpensive but there is a subscription cost to a website where all editing is done. The images on this app are actual images and the voice is natural, but editing through another computer can be time consuming.

MyVoice (Currently Free, Subscription varies throughout time): MyVoice works similar to MyTalk and TapToTalk in that designing pages occurs on a website, however syncing is instantaneous over the internet. The interesting component is that specific pages can be linked through GPS to location, so if the user walked into Starbucks, Starbucks related language could pop up and be readily available.
Type n Talk (Free): This is a free app that allows the user to type text, then tap a speak button and it speaks out loud. The voice is robotic and occasionally 15 second video ads appear, but it is a usable technology.

Talk Assist (Free): This is also a free app that allows the user to type text, press a “speak” button and have the typed text spoken out loud. The voice is robotic, however, there are no ads and the user can save phrases that are commonly used for quick and easy access.

Note Taking Apps:
SoundNote ($4.99): This is a great way to take notes. It allows you to record audio and type or draw notes. The recorded audio is linked to what you type or draw, then when replaying the audio, you can tap a note and the playback jumps to that audio connected to that note. There is a 10 second latency built in so that when tapping on a note you hear the recording that you wrote about.
Notability ($2.99): This is very similar to SoundNote in that it allows the user to record notes and link them to typed notes. The difference is that this allows the user to add images from the internet or taken on the devices camera. It also allows you to use colors in your drawings and note taking.

Bamboo Paper (Free): Bamboo Paper allows the user to turn an iPad into a virtual notebook. You can use it with a finger, but it works better with the Bamboo stylus. These pages can be shared, printed, or used with multiple colors.
Educreations (Free): This is a recordable interactive whiteboard that captures video, audio, text, and handwriting to produce notes that you can share online. This is a great app for persons with ADHD or slow mental processing speed so that notes and lectures can be replayed at a later time. JPEG, PNG, GIF images and more can be dropped right into the page and notes can be made right next to the picture. Text can be in different colors for organization or to draw attention to the note at a later time. This is a great alternative to the SmartPen, but the audio picks up all sounds and it uses your device’s camera to take live pictures, so I recommend sitting at the front of the class.
Speech Recognition Apps:

Dragon Dictation (Free): Dragon allows the user to dictate text into the app that can then be copied, emailed or saved. To use this, you have to be connected to the internet because dragon is collecting your voice to help build a better speech engine.
Dragon Go! (Free): Dragon Go! Is a free app that helps use speech recognition to search the internet. This is done within the app itself, but can be very helpful.

Dragon Medical (Free): Very similar to Dragon Go!, but with a medical slant for looking up medical-related topics. 

Book Apps:
All of these apps allow the user to download eBooks and manipulate the size and color of text to allow the user to best see the text. The user can get books in the public domain for free through these apps as well.

Ereader (Free)

iBooks (Free)

Kindle (Free)

Stanza (Free)

B&N eReader (Free)

eTextbooks (Free)

Word Predication Apps:

Typ-O ($14.99 for iPad, $4.99 for others): Typ-O helps people that struggle spelling by guessing what the user is trying to type based on the letters already typed. The prediction is complete with audio so that they user can listen to the word before choosing it. There is also a text to speech option and the app does a good job guessing phonetic spellings.

ZenTap (Free): ZenTap is a pretty standard word predication application that helps the user with spelling and ensuring that the correct word is chosen. Templates and documents can be saved through this app, however there is no audio playback for word choice or general text to speech.

Vision Apps:  This is not an exhaustive list, just some of the apps ICATER has found helpful
iCanSee (Free): This tool uses the camera and zoom function to enlarge printed text for people with visual impairments.
Over 40 (Free): This tool uses the camera and zoom function to enlarge printed text for people with visual impairments.

EyeNote (Free): Allows the user to snap a picture of money, scans the bill and tells the denomination as well as the side of the bill you are looking at.

Autism Apps:  This is not an exhaustive list, just some of the apps ICATER has found helpful
iPrompts ($49.99): This is a picture based prompting app that allows for the creation of visual schedules, visual countdown timers, and visual choice options

Kindergarten.com Apps (Free): There are several different apps such as Emotions, Alphabet, and Sports among others that show an image with a word describing it and when the image is touched, the word is spoken.

Autismxpress (Free): this is an app with several faces showing different emotions, when the face is pressed, the emotion is acted out.
Yes/No ($1.99): This is the most simplest app that splits the screen in two for the person to choose yes or no in response to questions asked by people. It includes both male and female voices.
Scanning Apps:
SayText (Free): Allows the user to use the camera of the device to take a picture of text, it then runs optical character recognition on the text and allows the user to use VoiceOver to read it out loud. Unfortunately, the quality is not very good and almost not worth using.

ZoomReader ($19.99): This app only works with the iPhone because the camera is a little more powerful which is necessary for this app to work correctly. The user takes a picture of text, the app runs optical character recognition and begins reading the text out loud while highlighting text. Again, this is a good app, but only available on iPhone.

Remote Desktop Apps: 
Citrix (Free): With this app, if you have the citrix client on your desktop computer, you can access your computer from the iDevice. This can be hit or miss and it doesn’t seem to play audio from your computer.

Splashtop ($9.99): After downloading the free client to your computer, this app will give access to everything on your desktop computer. Using this app, which will play audio from your computer, ICATER has been able to access AT such as Read and Write Gold on iPad.

Transcribing Apps:
SpeechPad (Free): This app allows the user to use their iDevice as a recorder, then send the recording to the SpeechPad website where it is transcribed and sent back in types to the user.
Hearing Apps:
SoundAmp (Free): This app uses your devices microphone to take in sound and amplify it through the device to the user who is wearing earphones. This is not a replacement for a hearing aid or FM system, but can help with amplification.

Speech2Sign (Free): This app allows a verbal person speak into the device and translates the speech into ASL sign language. This is a great solution when a translator is not readily available.
Translator Apps:
myLanguage (Free): This app allows the user to copy or enter text, select the original language and then select a language for translation and translate the selected text. Many languages are available, however much like most online translating options, the translation is not perfect.
Resource Apps:
IEP Checklist (Free): This app is designed for parent to follow along with the IEP process in IEP meetings. It provides a glimpse at each section of the IEP along with an area to take notes.

iASL Translator ($9.99): This app allows the user to type in words or phrases and then shows a video of that translated into American Sign Language. If a video does not exist of the word entered, the app will show how the word is finger spelled.

